[image: ]Zion Lutheran Church
435 Oak Street
Manistique, MI 49854
906-341-5427









[image: ]The Beacon



September 2024 Newsletter
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
Sunday10:30 a.m. Worship in person & Via Zoom www.zionlutheran-manistique.org
Pastor Tommy Richter Pastor.TommyRichter@gmail.com

Contact Us
Zion Lutheran Church
435 Oak Street
Manistique, MI 49854
906-341-5427
www.zionlutheran-manistique.org or follow us on Facebook.com

Rev. Tommy Richter, Pastor
Office: 906-341-5427
Home: 906-286-4383

Secretary:
office@zionlutheran-manistique.org

Musician: Linda Levin
Choir Director: Rebecca Peterson
Custodian: Tina’s Cleaning Services

Congregational Council:        Ken Groh, President      
Todd Kangas, Vice President Cyndee Miske, Secretary         Jo-Nell Berger
Gayle Cartland Ruth Jones
Linda Levin   
Bonnie Moody 
Donna Mott     Teddy Nelson    Kathy Peterson
Larry Peterson

Naomi Fletcher, Treasurer
Cyndee Miske, Financial Secretary




Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up your loins like an adult; I will question you, and you shall declare to me. “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? “Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?
“Have you commanded the morning since your days began and caused the dawn to know its place, so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? -Job 38:1-13

One of my biggest joys from spending two weeks at Lutheran camps this summer was the opportunity to engage kids with their questions. Kids ask the best questions, and at camp I had several opportunities to let them play stump the pastor, and ask whatever questions they might have about faith. I think I did a pretty good job of answering on the fly, but I admit I had to look some of the finer points up later. I would like to share some of those questions with you now: There were some easy ones like: “I’m afraid of the dark.” That’s not a question, but it is perfectly okay and human to have fears like this. And one thing you can take comfort in, is that God promises to be with us in our times of need like when we are afraid. So if it is dark and you are fearful, know that you are not alone. Everyone is afraid sometimes. God is here, and so is everyone here at camp. We can stand with you when you cannot stand on your own.

Another one was: “When was the first page of the bible written?” Well, that depends on what you mean by the first page, the bible wasn’t originally composed on pages. We didn’t have pages until about the fourth century CE when people started using codexes instead of scrolls. (The codex was probably invented sometime in the late first century but it didn’t catch on right away.) A good guess is that the first copy of a biblical text onto a page instead of a scroll could have been as early as the second century, but that’s still well after most of the books themselves had been written. Most of the New Testament was composed before the end of the first century CE, well before books became widely used. Fun fact, it was the early Christian Church that cemented the popularity of the book instead of the scroll because we wanted to differentiate our scriptures from the Hebrew ones which were exclusively written on scrolls. So the first biblical text to appear on a page was probably a Christian Gospel copied over there by hand (but still not originally composed that way) in the early second century. That said, the very last book that was ever written in our bible is probably the letter of second peter, and it was composed late enough in time (3rd or 4th century CE) that it could have been published in codex form (although if we are to believe it was truly a letter, it probably wasn’t originally written in a book but on a scroll). But it COULD have been a book at that point. So ironically, some of the first pages ever written of the bible could have been for the last book ever written for it. However, if you want to know when the first ever biblical text was written, that’s a much different question. A lot of the stories in scripture are older than writing itself, and were first told around campfires long before they were ever written down. The oldest parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, like the Song of the Sea (Exodus 15:1-18), Psalm 29, and the Song of Deborah (Judges 5:2–31) and the Song of Moses (Deuteronomy 31:16-18) could have been composed as early as the 13th century BCE. But most of the Hebrew bible was probably written between 745BCE and 164BCE. So quite a bit of time before pages were around. Probably the first complete books to be written were earlier versions of Amos, First Isaiah, Hosea, and Micah which were composed in the late 8th, or early 7th centuries BCE.
And I saved the most difficult one for last: “Why do mosquitoes exist? I hate them so much!” First of all, I am with you there. I also do not like mosquitoes. When we ask questions like this though, we are making a judgment about the world that is not our place to make. As humans we like to fit things into tidy categories: good things, bad things, popular kids, nerdy kids, foods I like, foods I hate. But these are human categories, and our tidy boxes often do not reflect the actual messiness, beautiful complexity and larger realities of the world. We call mosquitoes bad because they annoy us and make our skin itch. But when we do that, we are being reductive, we reduce the mosquito into the box: icky annoying pest. But that is not all a mosquito is. It is also an essential part of the food chain, there are many animals and fish that depend on them for food, and there are some mosquitoes that are even good pollinators of plants. See, although we like to sort people and things into tidy boxes, the actual people and things refuse ever to be tidy and only one thing. Just like you are never just one thing. It is not fair to say that you are just a kid, or just a camper. You are also a whole lot of other complex and messy things beyond that. In the same way, a mosquito is never just a mosquito. We are all woven together in the larger fabric of creation.
But this question is also part of a larger question, like the one Job asks in scripture. Lord, why do you allow good people to suffer? Why does God allow evil in the world? And God’s answer to Job is pretty much: who are you mortal to pass such judgment over what God has done? You did not create the heavens and the earth, and you are not the one who commands the morning to break, and the winds to blow, and the waves of the sea to flow. Our view of things is always limited, and our natural tendency is to put things in tidy categories. But God’s view is not our view. And God will always challenge us to look past or tidy boxes and our judgments to see the larger complexity of the world, and the messiness
of creation that refuses to fit into our understandings of what is good and bad. So whether or not we can see the good in mosquitoes or in worse things like floods, or devastating storms or earthquakes, or any disaster or nuisance we can come up with. It does not mean that good isn’t there. It most certainly doesn’t mean God isn’t there. If you ask me where God is in the midst of suffering people, the answer will always be right alongside them. I believe God weeps when we weep, and suffers when we suffer. God has promised to be there no matter how deep the valley, no matter how dark the shadow of evil, even in the depths of death itself. There God goes to shine light, to work Good and bring about new life. Whether we see it or not, death will not have the last word.

-Pastor Tommy


September Office Hours

The church office will be open Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 12 pm.  If you have questions, concerns or are in need of pastoral care please contact Pastor Tommy at 906-341-5427 or 906-286-4383.


Join us for Worship!

Saturday 5 pm Worship in the Sanctuary

Sunday 10:30 am Worship is a hybrid service. You can join us in person or over Zoom. Holy Communion is served for those joining us in person.

To join Sunday worship over Zoom, go to our church website and click on the pink words “Join our Zoom Worship” under the worship times. Click Open or Open Link in the dialog box that pops up to join the call. If you don’t see a pop-up dialog box, click the blue Launch Meeting button. You can also join by phone.
No computer necessary! Call 929-205-6099 and enter the following ID# 9063415427, Passcode 49854.





Women of Zion Sunday
Women of Zion Sunday will be held on Sunday, September 8th during morning worship.  Women of the congregation will be leading the worship service.   Pastor Eleanor Russey will be preaching.



Zion Quilters

The Zion Quilter’s summer break is over and they will begin meeting again each Mondy beginning September 9th at 9:15 a.m.  Everyone is invited to join the quilting group (maybe their great coffee/snacks will help you make up your mind to join!)  Please direct any questions to Mary Ansell.


Women’s Circles
If you are interested in joining one of our women’s circles for Bible study, work projects and fun, please contact the church office or the following group leaders for more information:

	Sarah Circle – Elizabeth Macklem
	Joy Circle –     Bonnie Groh
	Hope Circle – Sheila Clark or Julie Gauthier

The Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, September 9th  at 1:00 p.m. in Augustana Hall.

The Joy Circle will meet on Thursday, September 12 at          10:00 a.m. in Augustana Hall.



Monday Night Bible Study

Monday night Bible Study begins on Monday, September 9th at 6:30 p.m. in Augustana Hall.  The Creeds of the church will be studied.


Zion Choir
The choir has resumed practicing after a summer break.  Practices are held on Thursdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m. each week.  Please join us!


Synod’s Lifelong Faith Formation Classes begin in September

Enjoy the conversation and fellowship, as you learn more about the Bible, church history, and Christian mission. Beginning in September, classes meet online via Zoom for two to ten sessions.

For more information and to register, visit the Northern Great Lakes Synod website:                             nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation

To sign-up for Lifelong Faith Formation emails, contact Deacon Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org









Congregation Council Highlights
· Worship and Music Committee Report – (1) The piano in church has been tuned.
· Evangelism and Membership Committee Report – 
(1) Highway Pick-Up will be done September 21-29.
· [bookmark: _Hlk138661910]Finance and Stewardship Committee Report –       (1) $15,000 was withdrawn from the Parsonage Fund account to cover current expenses.  
· Property Committee Report – (1) The power washing of the church has been completed. 
· Christian Education and Youth Report – 
(1) Monday night Bible Study will be held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month beginning September 9th.  (2) Sunday morning Bible Study will begin on October 6th and meet each Sunday beginning at 9:30 am. 
· Personnel Committee – No report.
· The next meeting of the Congregation Council will be held on Tuesday, September 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.




Church Attendance Report
	
	Saturday
	Sunday
	Zoom

	      August 3/4
	7
	40
	3

	August 10/11
	9
	56
	4

	August 17/18
	16
	56
	5

	August 24/25
	14
	47
	5







Coffee Hours
Thank you to our summer coffee hour hosts:  Ruth Jones, Donna and Bill Mott, Evangelism Committee, and the Johnson Family.  There are opportunities for you to host a coffee hour in September.  Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Augustana Hall.


August Noisy Offering
The August Noisy offering of $58.34 went to Habitat for Humanity HiawathaLand.  Our local affiliate will be celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2025! Lots of special activities are planned for the anniversary.  Stay tuned!


Church Picnic

Zion’s Church Picnic was held on August 11th.  About thirty people attended.  The food and the company were great!  Two-hundred dollars was raised for World Hunger and Backpack Buddies.

Thanks to those who brought extra desserts to the picnic which were taken to the U.P. State Fair for the Tri-County Conference Water booth.  Zion volunteers worked on Monday, August 16 and took in $234.  The total raised for World Thirst was $3,415.83!









September Noisy Offering

September’s Noisy Offering will be given to The Helpful Hot Spot at the Manistique Middle/High School.  The Hotspot provides free clothing and health care products to students in need.  The Noisy Offering is collected on the third weekend of each month.  Thank you for your generosity!


Backpack Buddies
The Backpack Buddies program will distribute food bags on September 26th from 2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. in Zion’s parking lot.  All children, ages 1-18 are eligible for the program.


Church Library
The church library in Augustana Hall is full of books and DVDs for you to borrow.  Thanks to Sheila Clark who is the caretaker of the library.
[bookmark: _Hlk160016287]


Gardening/Landscaping Volunteers

We are looking for volunteers to help with the upkeep of our gardens/landscaping.  All you need to do is pick a spot and start weeding.  Thanks for your help!
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To my Dear extended family at Zion;

I wanted to say goodbye and to 
let you all know that 
you served me well.
God bless you all until we meet again.


Doris Johnson
05/13/1932 – 08/13/2024



ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY

The last Adopt-a-Highway Clean-Up for 2024 is scheduled for September 21-29.  The plan is to have people participate when it is convenient for them.  

If it is open, pick up the supplies (bags, vests, gloves, grabbers) at church.  If not, supplies may be picked up at the home of Donna Mott, 526 Manistique Avenue.  You may also call Donna at 906-341-6414 or 906-450-4579.

After working, please check in with Donna to let her know what areas you have cleaned.




Upcoming Scripture Readings – September
August 4
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15, Psalm 78:23-29, Ephesians 4:1-16,
John 6:24-35
August 11
1 Kings 19:4-8, Psalm 34:1-8, Ephesians 4:25—5:2,
John 6:35, 41-51
August 18
Proverbs 9:1-6, Psalm 34:9-14, Ephesians 5:15-20,
     	 John 6:51-58
      August 25
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18, Psalm 34:15-22, Ephesians 6:10-20,
John 6:56-69




Those Who Serve in September

Lector
September   1 – Gloria McGuire
September   8 –  Bonnie Moody
September 15 -  Teddy Nelson
September 22 -  Kaye Jarski
September 29 -  Sheila Clark

Ushers – Kathy Peterson and Jo-Nell Berger
   
Altar Flowers
September   1 – The People of Zion
September   8 – Sarah Circle
September 15 – The Selling Family
September 22 – The People of Zion
September 29 – The People of Zion

Bulletin, Bread and Wine 
September   1 – The Johnson Family
September   8 – Sarah Circle
September 15 -
September 22 – Doris Ribblet
September 29 – Fred and Laurie Nauman

Acolyte
September   1 -
September   8 -  Michael Lamb
September 15 -  Kristin Lamb
September 22 -  Nicholas Gauthier
September 29 – 

Communion Assistant 
September  1 – Linda Mason
September  8 – Sheila Clark
September 15 - Kim Lamb
September 22 – Julie Gauthier
September 29 – Linda Levin
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